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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MARTIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2020 
@ 9:00 A.M. 

 
The regular meeting of the Martin County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 
a.m. by Chairman Steve Flohrs via WebEx (videoconferencing due to the COVID-19 Virus 
pandemic).  Commissioners present were Flohrs, Smith, Belgard, and Koons.  Commissioner 
District #2 is vacant.  Also present were Scott Higgin, Martin County Coordinator, Terry 
Viesselman, County Attorney, Rod Halvorsen, City of Lakes Media, Julie Walters, 
Administrative Assistant, and members of staff and public (via WebEx). 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the agenda for the November 3, 2020 
regular Board of Commissioners meeting with the following additions:  9.13 Consider Purchases 
for County Allocated CARES Funding and Building Improvement Projects; and add to 9.2 
Minnesota DNR Notification-Acceptance of Donation.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, 
Koons, Belgard, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the minutes of the October 20, 2020 
regular Board of Commissioners meeting.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Belgard, Smith, 
Koons, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Brad Hughes, City of Sherburn Administrator, was present via WebEx and requested financial 
assistance to help with demolition costs incurred for Parcel #38-060-0310 located at 105 North 
Main Street in Sherburn, MN.  Hughes noted back in 2017 we had started the process to remove 
that building.  The owner of the building at that time resisted taking it down even though we had 
engineer reports that showed that it was a matter of time for that building to fail.  We went to 
court and he was able to keep the building at that time and we weren’t able to remove it.  Hughes 
went on to note back on April 8th of this year the building suffered a structural failure.  The back 
half abruptly collapsed.  We needed, for safety reasons obviously, to remove the building and we 
had that done yet the same day.  We had it brought to the ground and then had it hauled out 
within a couple of weeks.  Hughes also noted back in 2017 when I started this process to acquire 
it from the previous owner I had spoken with Mr. Higgins about getting funds from the County 
to assist with the removal.  We incurred a $70,000 bill on this and request County assistance with 
the costs.  
 
Scott Higgins, County Coordinator, noted typically with something like this the Board has paid 
for half the cost up to $10,000 from the County’s Tax Forfeited Land Fund. 
 
After discussion, 
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Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, Whereas the City of Sherburn has requested financial 
assistance for the demolition costs of a hazardous building (Parcel #38-060-0310 at 105 North 
Main Street) from the County, hereby approve to expend $10,000.00 from the County’s Tax 
Forfeited Land Fund to share in the demolition cost of the aforementioned property.  Roll Call 
AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Koons, Belgard, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Doug Hartke, Fox Lake Conservation League, was present via WebEx and provided information 
noting that the Fox Lake Conservation League is in the process of entering into a purchase 
agreement with the Loe Family to purchase 160 acres in Section 15 of Fox Lake Township 
(Tract 2 on map provided).  Hartke went on to note the current taxes would have been $1,752.00 
for the year 2020 with the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) payment to the County estimated at 
$3,000.00 (based on a value of $400,000).  Hartke also noted Fox Lake Conservation League 
will use 2020 Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) grant funds to purchase the 
parcel and restoration of native prairie and wetlands will take place in 2022 and will transfer 
parcel to the Minnesota DNR in 2022. 
 
Bryan Nyborg, Area Wildlife Manager Minnesota DNR, was present via WebEx to note the 
Minnesota DNR is happy to be working with the Fox Lake Conservation League in picking up 
this piece.  There’s a chunk of truly native prairie up in the northwest corner that I haven’t been 
on yet but I know Fox Lake has had 1 person out there.  Our staff hasn’t been out there yet, but 
we’re pretty excited about that chunk (of land) and the possibility of what might be there.  
Nyborg went on to note there’s also a great deal of flood plain grasses and pasture that the 
Department of Natural Resources is not opposed to having cattle graze on WMA’s. Nyborg 
continued part of our process is trying to stay on top of things and when Doug (Hartke) comes to 
you guys with possible acqusitions the MN DNR as well needs to notify you so this is being part 
of that notification.  Nyborg also noted Martin County will be receiving notification that the 
Minnesota DNR will be implementing a drawdown on Pierce Lake for the purpose of enhancing 
wildlife habitat and improving water quality next week and that a Public Notice will be 
published soon.   
 
Dominic Jones, Manager Red Rock Rural Water System (RRRWS), was present via WebEx and 
recommended the re-appointment of Les Anderson, Glen Friedrich, and Marlow Nickel to serve 
another 4-year term on the Red Rock Rural Water System Board of Commissioners.  Jones noted 
that on September 10, 2020 the RRRWS Board unanimously adopted a motion which 
recommends that Anderson, Friedrich, and Nickel be re-appointed to another 4-year term. 
 
Jones next presented a brief Red Rock Rural Water System (RRRWS) update including four 
years ago the RRRWS starting building into more of Martin County and this includes the 
townships all the way over to Fox Lake.  That is our furthest area to the southeast of part of our 
system.  This extension and distribution improvements allowed us to not only get to the rural 
areas but also in a more congested setting around Fox Lake and the need for rural water down 
there.  Jones noted one thing that struck us just absolutely amazing is we started out furnishing 
water to about half the residents in that Fox Lake area.  Then with the infrastructure in place has 
now afforded folks to join on that are adjacent to that waterline and they were very happy with 
the opportunity to hook-up with probably 7 or 8 in Martin County this year alone.  So the 
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opportunity is there for them.  That project was actually wrapped up a couple years ago for the 
initial members down there with our large expansion and we are still taking hook-ups from folks 
that are close to that line.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Koons, 
 
R-#72/’20 

 
 

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THE APPOINTMENT OF 
 

LES ANDERSON, GLEN FRIEDRICH, AND MARLOW NICKEL 
 

 TO THE 
 

RED ROCK RURAL WATER SYSTEM  
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

WHEREAS, Les Anderson’s 4-year term as a Commissioner on the Red Rock Rural 
Water System (“RRRWS”) Board of Commissioners is scheduled to expire at midnight on 
December 31, 2020; and 

 
 
WHEREAS, Glen Friedrich’s 4-year term as a Commissioner on the RRRWS Board of 

Commissioners is scheduled to expire at midnight on December 31, 2020; and 
 
 
WHEREAS, Marlow Nickel’s 4-year term as a Commissioner on the RRRWS Board of 

Commissioners is scheduled to expire at midnight on December 31, 2020; and 
 
 
WHEREAS, on September 10, 2020 the RRRWS Board unanimously adopted a Motion 

which recommends that Les Anderson, Glen Friedrich, and Marlow Nickel each be re-appointed 
to another 4-year term on the RRRWS Board of Commissioners; and  
 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Board of Commissioners believe that Les Anderson, Glen 
Friedrich, and Marlow Nickel are all qualified to act as Commissioners on the RRRWS Board of 
Commissioners and are all worthy of re-appointment. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



4 
 

NOW BE IT NOW RESOLVED, that the Martin County Board of Commissioners 
hereby recommends that Les Anderson, Glen Friedrich, and Marlow Nickel all be appointed to 
the Red Rock Rural Water System Board of Commissioners pursuant to and provided for by 
Minnesota Statutes §116A et seq. for a 4-year term which shall commence on January 1, 2021 
and shall expire at midnight on December 31, 2024.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Koons, said resolution was duly 
passed and adopted this 3rd day of November, 2020. 
 
        BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Steve Flohrs, Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
    Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 

CERTIFICATION   
 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was approved by the Martin County Board of 
Commissioners on November 3, 2020 by a vote of four for, zero against, zero absent, and zero 
abstaining.   
 
              

Scott Higgins 
County Coordinator 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Koons, Belgard, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 3rd day of November, 2020. 
 
Corey Klanderud, Chief Deputy Martin County Sheriff’s Office, was present via WebEx and 
recommends renewal of the current Medical Examiner Contract Agreement naming Dr. Kelly 
Mills, M.D. as Medical Examiner for Martin County.  Klanderud noted compensation for the 
services under this contract remains the same at $250.00/month.  Klanderud went on to note the 
County Attorney has reviewed the renewal contract and approves it as to form and content.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Belgard, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the renewal of the Medical Examiner 
Contract Agreement for Medical Examiner Services by Dr. Kelly Mills, M.D. and others per the 
Contract Agreement; and approve and authorize the Board Chair to sign the renewal Contract 
Agreement for Medical Examiner Services upon receipt; and is effective January 1, 2021 through 
December 31, 2021.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Koons, Belgard, Smith, and Flohrs.  
NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
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Klanderud next noted the Sheriff’s Office, along with the County’s MIS Department, has been 
working on the County’s new website and came across some changes on the Sheriff’s Office Fee 
Schedule for services that we no longer provide and recommends removal including Driver’s 
License Record at $2.00, Motor Vehicle Registration at $2.00, 35 mm Reprint/Copies at $5.00 + 
processing, and Pay for Stay at $25.00/day; and then to rearrange some of the item and put them 
in the proper categories so the fee schedule is easier to understand.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve revisions to the Martin County 
Sheriff’s Office Fee Schedule including removal of fees that are no longer provided by the 
Sheriff’s Office including Driver’s License Record - $2.00, Motor Vehicle Registration - $2.00, 
35 mm Reprint/Copies at $5.00 + processing, and Pay for Stay at $25.00/day; and to categorize 
remaining items in proper categories on the Sheriff’s Office Fee Schedule.  Roll Call AYES:  
Commissioners Belgard, Smith, Koons, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Pam Flitter, Planning and Zoning Director, was present via WebEx and presented and reviewed a 
request noting the Planning and Zoning Office sent an extension request to the Board of Water 
and Soil Resources (BWSR) for 2019 septic upgrade grant dollars due to the late spring start and 
the unknowns of COVID-19, and with the abrupt change in our weather that we had in October 
it’s an unknown if any additional septics will be installed in 2020.  So we asked BWSR for an 
extension and they have granted that to us.  With the grant we have currently put in 8 systems, 
based on income eligibility, and we have enough for about 2 ½ to 3 more systems and so with 
that extension we’ll be able to give people additional dollars to put in septics.  Flitter 
recommends Board approval. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commission Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the Board Chair and 
other required staff to sign the FY2019 State of Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
MPCA SSTS Program Grant Agreement Contract Amendment with revisions to the Term of 
Grant Agreement (from December 31, 2020 to December 31, 2021) and Grantee’s Reporting 
Duties (from February 1, 2021 to February 1, 2022).  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, 
Koons, Belgard, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Flitter continued noting the Planning Commission has two appointments whose terms are up 
December 31, 2020 and that both individuals, Bob Lintelman and Chuck Poppe, have agreed to 
serve another three-year term. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, having the authority to appoint citizen members to the 
Martin County Planning Commission, hereby approve the re-appointment of Bob Lintelman and 
Chuck Poppe to serve an additional three-year term on the Planning Commission effective 
January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2023.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Koons, Smith, 
Belgard, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Leigha Johnson, Human Resources Manager, was present via WebEx and noted the Planning and 
Zoning Office has received and accepted the resignation of Ben Huntley, Planning and Zoning 
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Technician, effective November 20, 2020 and asks that the Board accept the resignation and 
authorize recruitment to fill the vacancy. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Belgard, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby accept the resignation of Ben Huntley as 
Planning and Zoning Technician, effective November 20, 2020.  Roll Call AYES:  
Commissioners Smith, Belgard, Koons, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize recruitment to fill the 
Planning and Zoning Technician vacancy in the Planning and Zoning Office.  Roll Call AYES:  
Commissioners Smith, Koons, Belgard, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Mike Sheplee, County Assessor, was present via WebEx and reviewed the Schneider Geospatial 
Professional Services Agreement.  This is an Agreement between Martin County and Schneider 
and this is a similar agreement that we had been working on through MnCCC.  What has 
changed here is Schneider and MnCCC couldn’t come to agreement on a certain item in their 
recent negotiations and that item was MnCCC wanted to publicize Schneider’s pricing and 
Schneider refused to allow that to happen and so they have parted ways.  Sheplee went on to note 
MnCCC has 26 counties, I believe, under contract with Beacon/Schneider and now what has 
happened is that each of those counties individually must contract for Beacon with the Schneider 
Company.  This Agreement has been reviewed by the County Attorney and is approved as to 
form and content.  Pricing has changed on this in Martin County’s favor and is actually 
$1,522.00 less per year.  Otherwise there are no changes to deliverables and the terms.  Sheplee 
recommends approval to contract directly with Schneider. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the Board Chair to sign 
the Schneider Geospatial Professional Services Agreement for Beacon Software and 
Maintenance and GIS System Support in the amount of $14,628.00/year for a three year term 
beginning January 1, 2021 and ending December 31, 2023.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners 
Koons, Smith, Belgard, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Higgins noted Minnesota Statutes require that bids be taken for Official County Newspaper for 
the publication of notices, minutes, etc.  The Fairmont Photo Press was awarded the bid for the 
2020 Official County Newspaper and it is time to once again advertise for bids to all known 
newspapers in Martin County in order to designate the official newspaper for Martin County for 
the year 2021. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the Martin County 
Coordinator’s Office to advertise for bids for designation of the official newspaper for Martin 
County for the year 2021.  Bids are due in the Coordinator’s Office by 12 noon on Monday, 
December 14, 2020.  Bid opening will be held on December 15, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. in the Martin 
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County Courthouse – Commissioners Meeting Room – First Floor; with Bid Award at the 
January 5, 2021 regular Board of Commissioners meeting.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners 
Belgard, Koons, Smith, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Higgins noted the Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) requests that each county provide 
voting delegates to the Annual Conference to be held virtually on December 7, 2020.  Higgins 
went on to note the County is allowed up to eight (8) voting delegates. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby appoint the following individuals as voting 
delegates to the Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) Annual Conference to be held 
virtually on December 7, 2020:  Commissioners Flohrs, Belgard, Koons, and Smith; and Scott 
Higgins, Leigha Hauglid, Jessica Korte, and Julie Walters.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners 
Belgard, Koons, Smith, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Higgins noted the 2020 Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust 
(MCIT) will be held virtually on Friday, December 11, 2020 at 11:00 a.m.  The MCIT Bylaws 
provide for the designation of official voting delegates and alternates and that the current voting 
delegate is Elliot Belgard and the current voting alternate is Jessica Korte.   
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby reappoint Commissioner Elliot Belgard as 
voting delegate, and Jessica Korte, Auditor/Treasurer, as voting alternate to the 2020 Annual 
Meeting of the Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust to be held virtually on Friday, 
December 11, 2020 at 11:00 a.m.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Belgard, Smith, Koons, and 
Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Higgins noted the Building and Purchasing Committee is recommending the following items to 
be purchased using the County CARES Act Funds; and also recommends Building Improvement 
Projects as follows.   
 
Higgins reviewed proposals for use of CARES Act Funds:  the Highway Department is 
proposing to replace restroom fixtures to touchless fixtures in the amount of $7,700.  They are 
also proposing some technology upgrades with RT Vision software (Highway Cost Accounting 
and Time Keeping to be linked to the Ascentis Payroll Program) in the amount of $9,330; and 
then also hardware upgrades and equipment (i.e. laptops, surfaces) at an estimated amount of 
$15,000.  Higgins noted the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office is proposing to purchase and install desk 
panels for 4 workstations to provide separation and provide privacy in their workspaces in the 
amount of $11,119.44. 
 
After discussion, 
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Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Belgard, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the following project purchases and 
that County CARES Funds be used for the following projects:  Highway Department – proposed 
replacement of restroom fixtures to touchless fixtures in the amount of $7,700.00, proposed 
technology upgrades with RT Vision Software Highway Cost Accounting and Time Keeping to 
be linked to Ascentis Payroll Program in the amount of $9,330.00, and proposed technology 
upgrades and equipment, i.e. laptops and surfaces, in an estimated amount of $15,000.00; and 
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office purchase and installation of desk panels for 4 work stations in the 
amount of $11,119.44.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Belgard, Koons, and Flohrs.  
NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Doug Borchardt, Building Maintenance Supervisor, was present to review and recommend 
moving forward with the following Building Improvement Projects including:  the replacement 
of hardware and/or two (2) entry doors at the Garage Storage Facility.  Borchardt noted quotes 
were received from Fairmont Glass & Sign in the amount of $5,319.00 for installation of doors 
and hardware, and from Carlstrom Construction (current contractor) in the amount of $9,800.00 
for installation of two (2) entry doors and hardware (door and hardware only $4,991.00).  
Borchardt recommends low bid quote received from Fairmont Glass & Sign.  Borchardt went on 
to recommend construction of a counter in the Planning and Zoning Office and that quotes were 
received for construction of a counter in the Planning and Zoning Office from Paradis 
Construction and Remodeling LLC in the amount of $2,531.12, and from Wilcon Construction 
Services in the amount of $3,119.00.  Borchardt recommends low bid quote received from 
Paradis Construction and Remodeling. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Belgard, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, as part of the remodeling project at 1200 North State 
Street Garage Storage Facility, hereby approves the replacement of two (2) entry doors and 
hardware and approve the bid quote received from Fairmont Glass & Sign in the amount of 
$5,319.00 (install doors and hardware); and to approve the construction of a counter for the 
Planning and Zoning Office and to approve the bid quote received from Paradis Construction and 
Remodeling LLC in the amount of $2,531.12.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Koons, 
Belgard, Smith, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Higgins reviewed a request from Renaissance Roofing who is investigating the feasibility of 
heating the enclosure around the dome in order to work all winter.  Higgins noted they are 
looking to use portable natural gas fired heaters.  They would place and use two (2) of them 
(inside the enclosed structure) and it appears that they could hook them up using the gas lines 
that feed the existing rooftop units.  Higgins went on to note the units would use 350k BUTs 
each for a total natural gas usage of about 7 therms per hour while running.  They would only use 
the heaters while working on the job and that estimated working hours would be a total of 240 
hours maximum in a month.   
 
Commissioner Smith inquired why this wasn’t requested earlier. 
 
Higgins noted normally they do less work during the winter and maybe not work until the spring.   
 



9 
 

After discussion,  
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, upon the request from Renaissance Roofing (contractor 
for the Courthouse Dome Restoration Project) looking at the feasibility of heating the enclosure 
around the dome so that work can be done during the winter months, and looking to use two (2) 
portable natural gas fired heaters, and to hook them up using the gas lines that feed the existing 
rooftop units, each unit is estimated at 350k BTUs each for an estimated total natural gas usage 
of about 7 therms per hour while in use, and upon consideration of the request, hereby approve 
the hook-up to existing gas feed to the existing rooftop units; and that Renaissance Roofing will 
pay for the required hook-up and reimburse the County for usage of the natural gas for the 
project as determined by the County.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Koons, Belgard, 
and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Shane Fett, Drainage Inspector, was present via WebEx and reviewed quotes received for the 24” 
main tile reroute repair on JD #74 on the south side of town.  Fett noted if you remember from a 
couple of years ago we had all the flooding with the houses down there (Interlaken area).  We 
have worked with FEMA and they have promised to help with expenses and it has gotten to a 
point where we have gathered a couple of quotes.  So right now we’re only talking about re-
routing the tile to the south street basin.  Fett went on to note the reason we need to re-route the 
tile is because the tile of the main runs under the Frerich’s house.  The tile needs to be rerouted 
out of that area because the tile has issues with roots in it.   
 
Fett noted quotes were requested from Hill Site Care, S&J Excavating (declined to quote), and 
Beemer Companies and that Beemer was lower than Hill Site Care by $13,000.74.  So Beemer 
was the low quote on the tile reroute.  Fett went on to note FEMA award about $22,200.00 to put 
toward this repair (of replacing 300 feet of clay tile).  So that will help the landowners on this 
system to try to get this situation in a better spot than we have been in and it should offer a long 
term solution that gets it (the tile) away from these houses.  Fett noted the Drainage 
Administration Office has contacted the homeowners and golf course.  The County is charged 
with maintaining the (tile) system.  The longer we sit and wait, one or two more rains is bound to 
cause more problems.   
 
Much discussion ensued pertaining to the cost of repair, FEMA award, and the balance of costs 
falling back on homeowners on the system without aid from the City of Fairmont. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Belgard, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, acting as the Drainage Authority for Martin County, 
and upon receiving quotes for the JD #74 Main Tile Reroute Repair, hereby approve and award 
the low quote for the JD #74 Main Tile Reroute Repair to Beemer Companies of Fairmont, MN 
in the amount of $54,830.00; and authorizes the Board Chair and appropriate staff to sign and 
execute the necessary documents for the listed project.   Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners 
Koons, Belgard, Smith, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
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Chairman Flohrs opened the public hearing to Consider Proposed Property Tax Abatement for 
Marie Engstrom. 
 
Higgins noted Marie Engstrom, owner of property in connection with the proposed construction 
of a new single-family home located at 405 and 407 Fox Lake Avenue in Sherburn, MN has 
applied for abatement of property taxes to be levied by the County on Parcel ID No. 38-725-
0010 and Parcel No. 38-725-0020 in the City of Sherburn, MN for a period of 10 years.  The 
total amount of the taxes proposed to be abated by the County on the Property for the years 2021 
through 2030 is estimated to be $15,600.00. 
 
Sheplee noted at the time of application there was no work other than site work done and that 
was two weeks ago when you approved the public hearing scheduling.  As of yesterday morning 
there is a basement foundation existing.  So that’s the difference between now and two weeks 
ago. 
 
Higgins noted I did talk with Engstrom this morning to give her a call to let her know she had the 
right to be available.  She is not able to here.  I did share with her that one of the concerns was 
that construction has started.  She apologized and didn’t want the Board in a predicament, and 
stated that she was a month behind in getting it in, but the builders kind of pushed her forward 
because of the weather changing.  So that’s what she had to share in our conversation.  But they 
needed to get started.  There is a foundation in there is that correct Mike (Sheplee) at this point? 
 
Sheplee noted yes as of yesterday morning. 
 
Chairman Flohrs opened the meeting for public comments in consideration of the proposed 
property tax abatement.  No representatives from the public were in attendance nor was public 
input or comments submitted in writing received concerning the proposed property tax 
abatement. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Koons, to close the public 
portion of the meeting.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Koons, Belgard, and Flohrs.  
NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Much discussion ensued pertaining to Martin County’s Tax Abatement Policy, Engstrom’s 
application for abatement of property taxes, and setting precedent. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Smith,  

 

MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. R-#73/’20 
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RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROPERTY TAX 
ABATEMENT FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE 

COUNTY 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners (the “Board”) of Martin County, 
Minnesota (the “County”), as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  Recitals. 
 
 1.01. Pursuant to Section 469.1813, subdivision 1 of the Act, the County may grant an 
abatement of all or a portion of the taxes imposed by the County on a parcel of property. 
 1.02. On March 17, 2020, the Board of the County adopted a resolution establishing the 
Tax Abatement Policy for New Construction of Single and Multi-Family Housing (the “Policy”) 
to provide tax abatement assistance for single and multi-family housing projects in the County.  
The County has a shortage of decent, safe and sanitary housing for residents and job seekers in 
the County.  Based on a City of Fairmont Housing Study completed in January 2020 by 
Community Partners Research, Inc., there is a need for future new rental and owner-occupied 
housing units in the County to keep up with projected housing needs in the County.  Through the 
Policy, the County desires to provide incentives to encourage the construction of new owner 
occupied and rental residential housing units, and to encourage replacement of dilapidated 
housing. 
 1.03. In accordance with the Policy to qualify for assistance, the Board must approve 
the tax abatement assistance prior to the start of the construction of the housing units.   
 1.04. The County has received an application from Marie Engstrom (the “Owner”), 
owner of certain real property located at 405 & 407 Fox Lake Avenue, in Sherburn, MN as 
described in Exhibit A attached hereto (the “Property”), to grant a property tax abatement (the 
“Abatement”) pursuant to the Policy and Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.1812 to 469.1815, as 
amended (the “Act”), in connection with the construction of a new single-family home on the 
Property (the “Project”).   

1.05. On November 3, 2020, the Board of Commissioners of the County conducted a duly 
noticed public hearing on the Abatement.  The views of all interested persons were heard at the 
public hearing. 

1.07. Construction on the Project commenced prior to the public hearing and the 
consideration of the abatement assistance by the Board.   
 
 Section 2.  Findings. 
 
 2.01. The recitals set forth above are incorporated into this resolution. 
 
 2.02. It is hereby found and determined that the application for abatement does not 
comply with the County’s Policy because construction commenced before the public hearing on 
November 3, 2020. 
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 Section 3.  Actions Ratified; Abatement Denied. 
 
 3.01. The Board hereby denies the application and declines to provide abatement 
assessment for the Property. 
 
 Section 4. Effective Date.  This resolution is effective upon the adoption of this 

resolution. 

Approved by the Board of Commissioners of Martin County, Minnesota, this 3rd day of 

November, 2020. 

MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 
       
Steve Flohrs, Board Chair 

Attest: 
 
      
Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Koons, Smith, Belgard, and Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution denied this 3rd day of November, 2020. 
 
The Board reviewed Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT Transactions to be paid November 3, 
2020. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT 
Transactions to be paid on November 3, 2020, and includes the Highway Department bills and 
Drainage bills as presented.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Koons, Belgard, and 
Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Warrants received and paid November 3, 2020, are registered on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s 
Office as follows: 
 
Revenue Fund – Warrants Approved November 3, 2020   $323,270.80 
Sheriff’s Contingency Fund       $         79.00 
Solid Waste Management Fund      $    9,505.53 
Human Services Fund        $302,451.17 
Ind. Sewage Treatment Sys. Loans      $  10,378.21   
Building-CIP-Fund        $202,975.79 
Human Service Building Fund      $111,163.01      
Refunding Fund        $  10,730.00 
         Total $970,543.51 
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Road and Bridge Funds Totaled      $  41,449.15 
Martin County Ditch Funds Totaled      $  84,495.07 
 
The Board reviewed Reports and Announcements including: Discuss placement of Martin 
County Dome Replacement Project sign; AMC Virtual District 7 Meeting Agenda (November 6, 
2020); 2021 Renewal Information for Ancillary Benefits with Integrity; and Fairmont GLOWS – 
31st Annual Glows Parade Registration Letter. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize placement of 
Renaissance Roofing/ISG Martin County Dome Replacement Project sign on the front lawn of 
the Martin County Courthouse.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Koons, Smith, Belgard, and 
Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
By consensus of the Board, it was decided not to participate in the 31st Annual Glows Parade on 
November 20, 2020. 
 
Higgins noted Tammy Hested at CareerForce administrates Martin County’s Youth Internship 
Program and informed him they had roughly $2,800.00 leftover and available to them when the 
program ended in October (2020).  Hested received a request that there is somebody home from 
college and could have an internship at the Historical Society and if the leftover funds could be 
used now toward that internship or if, since the Program has ended, would need to wait to use 
these funds until the Program starts again in the spring. 
 
After discussion, 
 
By consensus of the Board, it was decided to carry over Program Funds in the amount of 
$2,800.00 and add to next year’s Martin County Youth Internship Program. 
 
Commissioners reviewed their calendars of previous and upcoming meetings and activities:   
October 27, 2020 – Human Services Full Board meeting, F-M Joint County Transit Full Board 
meeting, and Commissioner Smith’s last Blandin Session; October 29, 2020 – Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau meeting and Personnel Committee meeting; November 2, 2020 – Martin 
County Veterans Memorial Committee small group meeting in the morning, Building Committee 
meeting at 3:00 p.m., and Martin County EDA meeting at 5:15 p.m.; November 3, 2020 – 
Extension Committee meeting at 8:00 a.m., regular Board of Commissioners meeting at 9:00 
a.m., and Justice Center Committee meeting; November 4, 2020 – Martin County Veterans 
Memorial Committee meeting and Personnel Committee meeting at 3:00 p.m.; November 5, 
2020 – Prairieland Executive Board meeting; November 6, 2020 – F-M Joint County Transit 
Executive Board meeting, AMC’s Virtual District 7 Meeting, and Drug Court Steering 
Committee meeting at 11:30 a.m.; November 10, 2020 – Human Services Executive Board 
meeting and Library Board meeting; November 11, 2020 – Veterans Day Holiday – Courthouse 
Closed; November 12, 2020 – Canvassing Board meeting, Martin County Soil and Water 
meeting; November 13, 2020 – Prairieland meeting, Region 9 Virtual meeting; November 16, 
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2020 – Minnesota Valley Action Council meeting; November 17, 2020 – next regular Board of 
Commissioners meeting at 9:00 a.m. – Commissioners Meeting Room – Martin County 
Courthouse, Public Hearing at 1:15 p.m. for Redetermination of Benefits for CD #28, CD #61, 
and JD #60, and Public Hearing at 2:00 p.m. to hear Engineer’s Preliminary Improvement Report 
for CD #28 in the Commissioners Meeting Room. 
 
With no further business to wit, Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner 
Belgard, to adjourn the meeting.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Belgard, Koons, and 
Flohrs.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:43 a.m. 
 
        BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Steve Flohrs, Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
    Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
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